Primary biliary cirrhosis with features of autoimmune hepatitis.
The diagnosis of primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) is made via a composite of clinical, laboratory, serologic, and histologic assessments, but within each parameter there exists a wide spectrum, so that the features of PBC are not always uniform. PBC is just one of several liver diseases thought to have an autoimmune basis. Therefore, it is not surprising, given the complexity of the immune response, that some patients thought to have PBC may have features of autoimmune hepatitis (AIH). Whether such patients have PBC with features of AIH, or antimitochondrial antibody-negative PBC, or another disease altogether, remains unclear.